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The Library's role in Research Data Management: The Case of the University of
Edinburgh

Abstract:

Research Data Management (RDM) is a term that describes the organization, storage, and
sharing of data collected during the lifetime of a research project as well as the practices that
support long-term preservation, access, and use after the project has been completed. Today,
an increasing number of funding agencies, journals, and other stakeholders are requiring data
producers to share, archive, and plan for the management of their data. Both research funders
and publishers increasingly expect that data resulting from research projects will be made
available for scrutiny and re-use, whenever legal and ethical requirements allow it. Higher
education institutions are required to support their academic staff in meeting these strict
requirements but sometimes lack the expertise and knowledge as to how to provide suitable
assistance for data storage and curation/preservation. Academic libraries are trying to fill

these gaps by expanding the skills librarians in managing and organizing information and



taking the role of supporting research data management. One of the most active libraries in
RDM support services is the University of Edinburgh Library with its team of skilled
librarians. This article reviews the activities | was exposed to and findings from a research

project on researchers' data and documents sharing practices.

Keywords: Research Data management; research support; Academic libraries; Library role;
internship
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Title: Collaborating with Research Data

Consent Form for Interviews: a Qualitative study

Thank you for reading the information sheet about the interview sub-study. If you are happy to
participate then please complete and sign the form below. Please initial the boxes below to confirm that

you agree with each statement:

I confirm that I have read and understood the information sheet dated 16/09/2019 and
have had the opportunity to ask questions.

I understand that my participation is voluntary and that [ am free to withdraw at any time
without giving any reason and without there being any negative consequences. In
addition, should I not wish to answer any particular question or questions, [ am free to
decline.

Please choose one of the following two options:

I would like my real name used in the above
I would like a pseudonym to be used in the above.
I would like my comments to be attributed anonymously

I agree for this interview to be tape-recorded. I understand that the audio recording made
of this interview will be used only for analysis and that extracts from the interview, from
which I may or may not be personally identified (according to the choice above), may be
used in any conference presentation, report or journal article developed as a result of the
research. I understand that no other use will be made of the recording without my written
permission, and that no one outside the research team will be allowed access to the
original recording.

I agree that my anonymised data will be kept for future research purposes such as
publications related to this study after the completion of the study.

I agree to take part in this interview.

Name of participant Date Signature

Dr Tamar Israeli
Principal Investigator Date Signature
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Collaborating with Research Data: a study for the Research Data Support team

I would like to invite you to take part in a project study. Before you decide you need to understand why
the research is being done and what it would involve for you. Please take time to read the following
information carefully. Ask questions if anything you read is not clear or if you would like more
information. Take time to decide whether or not to take part.

My name is Dr Tamar Israeli. I am an intern with the Research Data Service, and I am doing this study
to help understanding researchers’ data collaboration needs and practices, with a view to improving the
service.

During the interview I will ask you to describe the ways in which you and your colleagues share files
(particularly data files) throughout the research collaboration process: what makes you choose the tools
you are using, any difficulties in data sharing and how you overcome them. I would also like to hear
about the creation of a research data management plan (DMP), and especially about the issues that are
relevant for collaboration. This interview should take between 30 minutes and one hour and will take
place in a location of your convenience. The interview will be audio recorded for later analysis.

Since we are mainly interested in the collaboration side of the things, the criteria for choosing
participants is that they are University-based researchers at any career stage who collaborate with other
colleagues (internal and external) on a regular basis.

Participation is completely voluntary. You have the right to refuse participation, refuse any question
and withdraw at any time without any consequence whatsoever.

Data can be anonymized, pseudonymized or attributed according to your wishes.

The information will be stored on an institutional shared drive. Only the project team will have access
to the data, and it will be erased after the findings are published.

The final findings will used for the research data support department for service evaluation. It is also
possible that they will be presented as a poster or talk at an upcoming conference.

For further information please contact:

Investigator: Dr Tamar Israeli vitisrae@exseed.ed.ac.uk

Western Galilee College (home institution) 7 University of Edinburgh (visitor)

Supervisors: Martin Donnelly martin.donnelly@ed.ac.uk

Research Data Support Manager, Library & University Collections, University of Edinburgh

Robin Rice r.rice@ed.ac.uk Data Librarian and Head, Research Data Support
Library & University Collections, University of Edinburgh

Thank you very much for your cooperation.
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